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California Environmental Quality Act 
Notice of Preparation 

 
TO: Property Owners, Responsible Agencies & Interested Parties 
 
FROM: City of Ontario, 303 East “B” Street, Ontario, CA 91764 
 
SUBJECT: NOTICE OF PREPARATION OF A DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL 

IMPACT REPORT. 
 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the City of Ontario will be the Lead Agency and will prepare a 
supplemental environmental impact report for the project identified below. We need to know the views of 
your agency as to the scope and content of the environmental information which is germane to your 
agency's statutory responsibilities in connection with the proposed project. Your agency will need to use 
the EIR prepared by our agency when considering your permit or other approval for the project. 
 
The Project description, location and the probable environmental effects are contained in the attached 
materials. A copy of the Initial Study is attached and/or available at City Hall, Planning Department. 
 

The proposed project  is,  is not, considered a project of statewide, regional or area-wide 
significance. The proposed project  will,  will not, affect highways or other facilities under the 
jurisdiction of the State Department of Transportation.  

 
Your response must be sent at the earliest possible date, but not later than 30 days after receipt of this 
notice. Please send your response to Richard C. Ayala at the address shown above. We will need the name 
for a contact person in your agency. 
 
Project Title/File No.: The Avenue Specific Plan Amendment/PGPA07-002 and PSPA07-004 
 
Project Location: The Avenue Specific Plan area is located within the City of Ontario in San Bernardino 
County south of State Route 60 (SR-60), in the general area south of Schaefer Avenue, west of Haven 
Avenue, north of Edison Avenue, and east of Carpenter Avenue. The Specific Plan Amendment area is 
specific to the area bound by the realigned Schaefer Avenue to the north, Haven Avenue to the east, the 
Subarea 18 boundary to the south (existing Edison Avenue) and Turner Avenue to the west. See the 
attached Figures 1, 2, 3, and 4 which further identify the existing Specific Plan area and areas applicable to 
the proposed amendment. 
 
Project Background: The Avenue Specific Plan (see Figures 5 and 7), which describes and implements 
the plan for Subarea 18, a portion of the City of Ontario’s New Model Colony (NMC), was approved by the 
City Council on December 19, 2006. As part of the specific plan approval, the City Council also certified 
an Environmental Impact Report for the project. The Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) identified 
several potential significant environmental impacts that were mitigated to levels considered less than 
significant. Additionally, the FEIR identified several impacts that could not be mitigated to less than 
significant levels but the benefits of the project outweighed the potential significant environmental impacts. 
For those environmental impacts, a Statement of Overriding Considerations was adopted by the City 
Council. 
 
Project Description: The project to be examined in the Supplemental Environmental Impact Report 
(SEIR) consists of an amendment to The Avenue Specific Plan (see Figures 6 and 8). The adopted Specific 
Plan provided for 2,326 homes of low and medium density residential and up to 174,000 square feet of 
commercial development in addition to parks, a middle school and an elementary school. The Avenue 
Specific Plan Amendment proposes a realignment of Schaefer Avenue and the development of up to 2,606 
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homes and 250,000 square feet of Neighborhood Center uses. This is an increase of 280 residential 
dwelling units and 76,000 s.f. of retail in the area bound by the realigned Schaefer Avenue to the north, 
Haven Avenue to the east, the Subarea 18 boundary to the south (existing Edison Avenue) and Turner 
Avenue to the west. See the attached exhibits which further identify the areas to which the proposed 
amendment is applicable. In order for the proposed Specific Plan Amendment to be consistent with the 
General Plan, a General Plan Amendment is proposed (see Figures 9 and 10) with the following changes 
within Subarea 18, now known as The Avenue Specific Plan area: 

 
1.  The Neighborhood Center proposed for the southwest corner of Edison Avenue and Haven 

Avenue to be relocated to the northwest corner of Edison Avenue and Haven Avenue. 
2.  The Medium Density Residential currently shown on the south side of Edison Avenue to be 

located on both the north and south sides of Edison Avenue in the areas nearest the proposed 
Neighborhood Center. 

 
See the attached exhibits which further identify the existing Specific Plan area and areas applicable to the 
proposed General Plan Amendment. 
 
Environmental Issues:  As previously noted, an EIR was certified for The Avenue Specific Plan on 
December 19, 2006. In considering the proposed amendment to the The Avenue Specific Plan, an Initial 
Study is attached that determine the potential environmental impacts to be addressed in a SEIR. 
 
It was found that several potential impacts that will need to be addressed in the SEIR including, but not 
limited to, the following:  
 
• Air Quality (including greenhouse gases) 
• Transportation/Traffic 
• Land Use 
• Noise 
• Population and Housing 
• Public Services 
• Recreation 
• Utilities/Service Systems 
 
The SEIR will address the short- and long-term effects of the project on the environment. It will also 
evaluate the potential for the project to cause direct and indirect growth-inducing impacts, as well as 
cumulative impacts. Alternatives to the proposed project will be evaluated that may reduce impacts 
determined to be significant in the SEIR. Mitigation will be proposed for those impacts determined to be 
significant. A mitigation monitoring program will also be developed as required by §15150 of the CEQA 
Guidelines. 
 
The environmental determination in this Notice of Preparation is subject to a 30-day public review period 
per Public Resources §21080.4 and CEQA Guidelines §15082. Public agencies, interested organizations, 
and individuals have the opportunity to comment on the proposed project and identify issues which have 
the potential to be affected by the project and should be addressed further by the City of Ontario in the EIR. 
 
Project Sponsor:  Brookfield Homes 

3090 Bristol St., Suite 200  
   Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
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Figure 1, Regional Location Map 
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Figure 2, Vicinity Map, Subarea 18, The Avenue  
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Figure 3, Project Area Aerial  
 
 
 
 

  
 Figure 4, Ontario New Model Colony (NMC) GPA area (Subarea 18) 
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Figure 5, The Avenue Specific Plan Planning Areas  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 Figure 6, The Avenue Specific Plan Amendment Proposed Planning Areas  
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Figure 7, The Avenue Specific Plan Land Use Plan  
 
 
 

 
 

 
Figure 8, The Avenue Specific Plan Amendment Proposed Land Use Plan  
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Figure 9, NMC General Plan  

 
 
 

 
Figure 10, Proposed NMC General Plan Amendment  
































