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8.12 DESIGN GUIDELINES FOR 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURAL 
CHARACTER

Careful consideration has been given to the 

design of the community landscape architectur-

al character for the Ontario Esperanza Specifi c 

Plan.  Th e following design guidelines are orga-

nized to help defi ne the basic landscape design 

principles for the Ontario Esperanza Specifi c 

Plan.  Observing these guidelines will help to 

assure the “design vision” and integrity of this 

planned community.

All landscape plans, streetscape plans, and 

graphic designs with regard to community iden-

tity, neighborhood identity, or entry monumen-

tation shall conform to the guidelines as set 

forth herein, and shall be subject to review and 

approval by the City of Ontario.

Th e “Conceptual Landscape Master Plan,” 

Exhibit 30 on the next page shows the perim-

eter streetscape design, Community entries and 

monumentation, neighborhood park and mini 

parks, pedestrian greenbelts, and general land-

scape features of the Ontario Esperanza Specifi c 

Plan area.

8.12.1 Perimeter Streetscape Design

Streetscape design guidelines establish a hier-

archy for the landscape development along the 

surrounding roadways, as well as establishing 

a framework for consistency of design. Th ree 

major arterial roadways surround the Ontario 

Esperanza Specifi c Plan area: Hamner Avenue 

to the West, Bellegrave Avenue to the North, 

and Mill Creek Avenue to the East.  Landscape 

easements associated with these roadways have 

been defi ned, as noted in the City of Ontario 

Ontario Ranch General Plan.

Landscape development surrounding this com-

munity will help to set the character, while 

maintaining consistency with the City of 

Ontario’s pedestrian pathway system illus-

trated in the Trails and Bikeways section of 

the Ontario Ranch General Plan.  Th e fol-

lowing section discusses the streetscapes for 

the Esperanza Specifi c Plan area.  Exhibit 31, 

“Streetscapes Legend” provides a guide to the 

location of the streetscapes discussed below. 

8.12.2 Hamner Avenue

Hamner Avenue streetscape shall include the 

following:

• A landscaped parkway (15’ wide min.) with a 

row of street trees (24” Box min.) along both 

sides of the street.1

• A 5’ wide sidewalk along west side of the street.

• A 14’ wide landscaped median with a single 

row of street trees.

• A landscape easement (neighborhood edge) of 

45’ taken from face of curb to perimeter wall.
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• Background trees and shrub masses planted 

in series of layers (foreground, midground, 

background) to help defi ne borders and plant 

groupings while combining interesting foli-

age textures and color.

• Monumentation as shown in Exhibit 30, 

“Conceptual Landscape Master Plan.” 

• Refer to Exhibit 32, “Hamner Avenue” sec-

tion for streetscape illustration.”

8.12.3 Bellegrave Avenue

Bellegrave Avenue streetscape shall include the 

following:2

• A 5 foot wide lineal sidewalk and a 7 foot 

wide landscaped parkway along north side of 

the street.

• A landscape easement (neighborhood edge) 

of 35’ taken from face of curb to perimeter 

wall on both sides of the street.

• Background trees and shrub masses planted 

in series of layers (foreground, midground, 

background) to help defi ne borders and plant 

groupings while combining interesting foli-

age textures and color.

• Monumentation as shown in the Conceptual 

Landscape Master Plan, Exhibit 30, 

“Conceptual Landscape Master Plan.”

• Refer to Exhibit 33, “Bellegrave Avenue” sec-

tion below for streetscape illustration.

• Additional landscaping requirements for well 

sites along Bellegrave Avenue may include: 

landscape screening, earth berming or com-

bination of both to screen undesirable views 

from public.

8.12.4 Mill Creek Avenue

Mill Creek Avenue streetscape shall include the 

following:

• A 12 foot wide landscaped parkway on the 

west with an additional 23’ landscape ease-

ment include a single row of street trees (24” 

Box min.) along both sides of the street.  Th e 

east side of Mill Creek Avenue includes a 12 

foot wide landscaped parkway with an addi-

tional 50’ Southern California Edison (SCE) 

easement taken from back of improved street 

right-of-way.

• Provide drought tolerant large shrub (max. 

15’) and drought tolerant landscaping within 

the SCE easement. 

• Background trees and shrub masses planted 

in series of layers (foreground, midground, 

background) to help defi ne borders and plant 

groupings while combining interesting foli-

age textures and color.

• Monumentation as shown in Exhibit 30, 

“Conceptual Landscape Master Plan.” 

• Refer to Exhibit 34, “Mill Creek Avenue” 

and Exhibit 35 “Mill Creek Avenue at the 

SCE Corridor” for streetscape illustration.”

8.12.5 Interior Streetscape Design

Streetscape design within the interior of the 

Ontario Esperanza Specifi c Plan community 

shall be consistent in character with the perim-

eter streetscapes and should help to promote pe-

destrian circulation into the “Community Core.”

Where interior streetscapes interface with 

neighborhood/mini parks and open space, spe-

cial consideration should be taken to inte-

grate pedestrian circulation into these areas 

via a streetside pedestrian system that links 

city sidewalks to active walking trails and open 

space uses.  Th is is especially important within 

the multi-family/high density residential 

planning areas.

Two interior roadways bring residents into the 

“Community Core,” Eucalyptus Avenue, run-

ning East/West, and “Street A” that intersects 

with Eucalyptus Avenue, running North/South.
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Mill Creek Avenue
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8.12.6 Eucalyptus Avenue

Eucalyptus Avenue streetscape shall include the 

following:

• A 7 foot wide landscaped parkway with a 

single row of street trees (24” Box min.) along 

both sides of the street.

• A 5’ wide concrete sidewalk with a 7’ wide 

decomposed granite multi-purpose trail.

• A 7 foot wide Class II striped on-street bicy-

cle trail within the right of way on both sides 

of the street.

• A landscape easement (neighborhood edge) 

of 35’ taken from face of curb to perimeter 

wall on both sides of the street.

• Background trees and shrub masses planted 

in series of layers (foreground, midground, 

background) to help defi ne borders and plant 

groupings while combining interesting foli-

age textures and color.

• Monumentation as shown in Exhibit 30, 

“Conceptual Landscape Master Plan.” 

• Refer to Exhibit 36, “Eucalyptus Avenue” 

section for streetscape illustration.

8.12.7 “A” Street

“A” Street streetscape shall include the following:

• A landscaped parkway (7’ wide minimum) 

with a single row of street trees (24” box min-

imum) along both sides of the street.

• A 5’ sidewalk separated from the street by a 7 

foot wide landscaped parkway on both sides 

of the street.

• A landscaped buff er of 6’ to 10’ taken from 

the back of sidewalk to the perimeter wall on 

both sides of the street.

• Background trees and shrub masses planted 

in a series of layers (foreground, midground 

and background) to help defi ne borders and 

plant groupings while combining interesting 

textures and colors.

• Monumentation as shown in Exhibit 30, 

“Conceptual Landscape Master Plan.”

• Refer to Exhibit 37, “A Street” section for 

streetscape illustration.

8.12.8 Local Streets, Private 
Alleys, and Private 
Neighborhood Streets

Local Streets

Local Street streetscapes shall include the 

following:

• A landscaped parkway (7’ wide minimum) 

with a single row of street trees, 24” box min-

imum, along both sides of the street.

• A 5’ wide sidewalk on both sides of the street.

• A 5’ wide minimum planter area from side-

yard wall to back of sidewalk along reverse 

frontage conditions.

• Refer to Exhibit 38, “Local Street and Cul-

de-Sac” for streetscape illustration.

Private Neighborhood Streets

Private Neighborhood streets shall include the 

following:

• A landscaped parkway (7’ wide minimum) 

with a single row of street trees, 24” box min-

imum, along both sides of the street.

• A 4’ wide sidewalk on both sides of the street.

• A 7’ wide minimum planter area from side-

yard wall to back of sidewalk along reverse 

frontage conditions.

• Refer to Exhibit 39, “Private Neighborhood 

Street Section” for streetscape illustration.

Private Alleys

Private Alleys shall include a 5’ wide landscaped 

area on both sides of the alley when the paved 

area is a maximum of 20’ in width.  Landscaping 

will be provided as appropriate in areas of less 

than 5’ in width depending upon the fi nal design 
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of the private alley.  Refer to Exhibit 40, “Private 

Alleys” for illustration.

8.13 CITY OF ONTARIO 
“GATEWAY” MONUMENT

At the corner of Hamner Avenue and Bellegrave 

Avenue, a city “Gateway” monument will be lo-

cated.  Special consideration should be made 

to integrate the perimeter landscaping along 

Hamner and Bellegrave Avenue into the fi nal 

monument design and landscape character.  Th e 

City of Ontario is currently developing the 

“Gateway” monument program for the Ontario 

Ranch.  Additional coordination with the City 

of Ontario will be needed prior to developing 

this area.

8.14 ENTRIES AND MONUMENTATION

Monumentation occurs throughout the Ontario 

Esperanza Specifi c Plan community and is de-

signed to establish a basic hierarchy for enter-

ing each area of the community.  Along the 

perimeter edges there are several entry points 

into the community.  At key entries a land-

scape and monumentation program will be uti-

lized to help identify the community as well as 

convey a “welcoming” feeling for both vehicu-

lar and pedestrian traffi  c.  Inspired by the local 

historical village of “Guasti,” home of the Italian 

Vineyard Company, the project monuments for 

Ontario Esperanza embody some of the charac-

ter of this Ontario icon, through the use of simi-

lar materials, architectural styles/detailing and 

landscaping. 

Th ree basic monument treatments are used to 

set the hierarchy of the entries and monumen-

tation:  the Primary Community Entry and 

Monumentation, the Secondary Community 

Entry and Monumentation, and the 

Neighborhood Entry and Monumentation. 

8.14.1 Primary Community Entry and 
Monumentation

Th e Primary Community Entry and 

Monumentation shall include the following:

• Freestanding curved monument walls at each 

corner with highlighted pedestrian portal.

• Identifi cation fi eld for potential sign lettering 

placement.

• Architectural concrete caps, trim, and bases 

to help delineate architectural detailing and 

veneer material used.

• Use of “real” veneer materials instead faux 

concrete veneers.

• Use of large specimen native trees to anchor 

each side of entry drive at site entry.

• Seasonal perennial fl owering to allow for sea-

sonal fl owering interest throughout the year.
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• Enhanced pedestrian paving at street cross-

ing and at monument location as approved 

by the City Engineer.

• Accent trees and shrub masses planted in 

series of layers (foreground, midground, 

background) to help defi ne borders and plant 

groupings while combining interesting foli-

age textures and color.

• Accent lighting of 

landscape/monumentation.

• Handicapped ramps designed to City 

standards.

• Refer to Exhibit 30, “Conceptual Landscape 

Master Plan” and Exhibits 41-43, “Primary 

Community Entry and Monumentation” 

and, “Primary Community Entry and 

Monumentation – Hamner Avenue, 

and, “Primary Community Entry and  

Monumentation – Mill Creek Avenue” for 

detailed conceptual illustration.

8.14.2 Secondary Community Entry 
and Monumentation

Th e Secondary Community Entry and 

Monumentation shall include the following:

• Freestanding curved walls at each corner with 

anchoring entry pilaster. 

• Identifi cation fi eld for potential sign letter-

ing placement on enhanced perimeter corner 

cut wall.

• Architectural concrete caps, trim, and bases 

to help delineate architectural detailing and 

veneer material used.

• Enhancement of corner cut wall and use of 

accent pilasters to balance each side.

• Use of “real” veneer materials instead faux 

concrete veneers.

• Use of large specimen native trees to anchor 

each side of entry drive at site entry.

• Seasonal perennial fl owering to allow for sea-

sonal fl owering interest throughout the year.

• Enhanced pedestrian paving at street cross-

ing and at monument location as approved 

by the City Engineer.

• Accent trees and shrub masses planted in 

series of layers (foreground, midground, 

background) to help defi ne borders and plant 

groupings while combining interesting foli-

age textures and color.

• Accent lighting of 

landscape/monumentation.

• Handicapped ramps designed to City 

standards.

• Refer to Exhibit 30, “Conceptual Landscape 

Master Plan” and Exhibit 44, “Secondary 

Community Entry and Monumentation 

Elevation/Plan” for detailed conceptual 

illustration.

8.14.3 Neighborhood Entry 
and Monumentation

Neighborhood entries and monumenta-

tion should occur on interior corner entries 

within the Ontario Esperanza Specifi c Plan 

Community. Th ese entries should be used to 

help continue the landscape character theme to 

the “core” of the community.  Each neighbor-

hood built within the project will have the op-

portunity to identify their individual project 

character while providing the basic design fea-

tures of the other monuments. Refer to 

Th e Neighborhood Entry and Monumentation 

shall include the following:

• Freestanding large entry pilaster set within 

the landscaped parkway.  Th is pilaster should 

embody the same character as that of the 

Primary Community Entry Monument 

portal, but is reduced in scale to create a 

“pedestrian gateway” into each neighborhood.  

Project identifi cation plaque or icon can be 

located at this pilaster 
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Exhibit 43
Primary Community Entry and Monumentation – Mill Creek Avenue
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• Identifi cation fi eld for potential sign letter-

ing placement on enhanced perimeter corner 

cut wall.

• Architectural concrete caps, trim, and bases 

to help delineate architectural detailing and 

veneer material used.

• Enhancement of corner cut wall and use of 

accent pilasters to anchor each side.

• Use of “real” veneer materials instead faux 

concrete veneers.

• Seasonal perennial fl owering to allow for sea-

sonal fl owering interest throughout the year.

• Enhanced pedestrian paving at street cross-

ing and at monument location as approved 

by the City Engineer.

• Accent trees and shrub masses planted in 

series of layers (foreground, midground, 

background) to help defi ne borders and plant 

groupings while combining interesting foli-

age textures and color.

• Accent lighting of 

landscape/monumentation.

• Handicapped ramps designed to City 

standards.

• Refer to Exhibit 30, “Conceptual Landscape 

Master Plan” and Exhibit 45, “Neighborhood 

Entry and Monumentation” for detailed con-

ceptual illustration.

8.15 PARKS AND OPEN SPACE

Th e Ontario Esperanza Specifi c Plan 

Community will have a central “Community 

Core” that centers on the Neighborhood Park 

and the School.  Exterior walkways and trails 

should lead to this centralized area.  Exhibit 46, 

“Pedestrian Circulation Plan” illustrates the pe-

destrian accessibility and connectivity through-

out the Esperanza Specifi c Plan area. Exhibits 

47 through 50 illustrate the planning concepts 

for the Neighborhood Park and Mini-Parks 

planned for the Esperanza Specifi c Plan area.

• All project sites shall be designed to meet 

all the Integrated Waste Department’s re-

quirements, including the requirements for 

Sizing of Storage, Location of Collection 

Area, Accessibility for Collection Vehicles, 

and Collection of Sorted/Diverted Waste 

Types.3

8.15.1 The Neighborhood Park

Park 1, the Neighborhood Park, consists of 

the following:

• Parking - Parking shall be adequate to ac-

commodate daily use of the park, and should 

be screened from public view using a combi-

nation of berming and landscaping.  In ad-

dition, the parking confi guration should take 

into consideration alignment with proposed 

neighborhood streets and provide a mini-

mum of (15) fi fteen to (20) twenty parking 

stalls (including one van accessible handicap 

stall/unloading area).

• Children’s Tot Lot Play Area - A Tot Lot 

will be located within close proximity to 

the parking lot and Restroom Building.  

Play structures and equipment should be 

staged to allow for separated use based on 

age (2-5 yr. and 5-12 yr.).  Th e Tot Lot 

should also follow ADA guidelines and pro-

vide access based off  of equipment selected.  

Play areas and fall zones shall be constructed 

with synthetic surfacing per ADA standards 

with wood fi ber (“Fibar”) being available as 

an alternative in non-fall zone areas.  Seating 

areas shall be located near the Tot Lot to 

provide areas for parental supervision.

• Open turf area/Barbecue Picnic Facilities - 

Th e Neighborhood Park should provide an 

open turf area and barbecue picnic facili-

ties scattered throughout a looped concrete 

walkway system. Barbecue facilities (mini-

mum of 50%) should be located adjacent to 

the walkway system for ADA accessibility; 

the remaining percentage set in open turf 
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areas.  Each barbecue picnic facility shall pro-

vide a picnic table, freestanding barbecue, 

and trash receptacle.  Th ese barbecue facili-

ties can be placed on concrete or any other 

ADA acceptable surfacing.  Th e design of the 

Neighborhood Park open space should take 

into account pedestrian circulation and the 

linkage to the two adjacent roads as well as 

the surrounding community.

• Sports Fields for unorganized play – Th e 

open space turf area should be arranged to 

accommodate two baseball/softball fi elds and 

a soccer fi eld overlay.  Sports lighting should 

be discouraged at the park.  Wherever fea-

sible a minimum distance of 20 feet should 

be provided between streets and play areas.  

Sports fi elds will be improved in accor-

dance with the City’s Parks and Maintenance 

Department requirements.  

• Landscaping – Landscaping within the 

Neighborhood Park shall harmonize with the 

surrounding streetscapes.  Large specimen 

trees should be used within the open turf 

areas to help provide shade and screening of 

unwanted views.  Accent trees should also be 

used at pedestrian entries and around the Tot 

Lot for color and seasonal interest.  Th e park 

shall be irrigated with reclaimed water by 

an automated system per the City Standard 

Specifi cations for irrigation systems.

• Lighting – Security walkway lighting shall 

be provided in accordance with City require-

ments and the design guidelines contained 

herein.

• Restroom Building – A restroom build-

ing shall be located adjacent to the tot lot in 

clear view of the public streets surrounding 

the park.  Th e building should be designed 

to provide separate restroom facilities for 

both sexes and shall conform to ADA design 

guidelines.  Additional provisions for a stor-

age room for the City of Ontario mainte-

nance personnel shall also be designed (all 

designs shall be submitted to the City of 

Ontario and County Health Department for 

approval).

• Park monumentation/signage and a lockable 

trash enclosure area.

• Refer to Exhibit 47, “Neighborhood Park” for 

detailed conceptual illustrations. 

8.15.2 Mini Parks and 
Pedestrian Trails 

Pedestrian circulation is highly encouraged 

within the Ontario Esperanza Specifi c Plan 

Community.  Landscape easements are provided 

along major roadways and are encouraged within 

the neighborhood communities.

• Interior walkways should be designed to pro-

vide connections to adjacent neighborhoods 

as well as linking the Neighborhood Park 

and School to dedicated neighborhood edge 

treatments and enhanced landscaped areas.

• Exhibit 47, shows a Neighborhood Park ex-

ample (5 Acre).”

• Enhanced paving at pedestrian connec-

tions where pedestrian circulation crosses 

roadways.

• Paseos should provide strong connections to 

“Community Core” (school/5 AC neighbor-

hood park).

• Connection of neighborhood pocket parks 

to community.  Th e pocket parks are intend-

ed to provide minimal amenities, and should 

designed with strong neighborhood “eyes-

on” approach.  Pocket Parks should range be-

tween 3/4 – 1 acre in size.  

Mini parks for children’s play areas may contain 

the following amenities:

• Paseo walkway (meandering encouraged/

ADA accessible). 

• Landscaping - Landscaping shall harmonize 

with the surrounding streetscapes and utilize 

trees, shrubs, and groundcovers identifi ed in 

the plant matrix.
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• Lighting – Pole mounted fi xtures spaced at 

appropriate intervals for safety and security.

• Open turf play area

Th e Mini Parks might contain one or more of 

the following amenities:

• Barbecue Picnic Facilities

• Basketball/Volleyball Courts

• Tot Lots

• Rose Garden

• Covered Picnic Structures

• Seatwalls/benches

• Community Garden

• Refer to Exhibits 48 through 51 for detailed 

conceptual illustrations.

8.16 COMMUNITY WALLS 
AND FENCING

Walls are a major component in achieving an 

overall community theme within the Ontario 

Esperanza Specifi c Plan.  A strong cohesive ap-

pearance is achieved through the use of “com-

munity walls” and general overall wall guide-

lines as illustrated in Exhibit 52, “Master Walls 

and Fence Plan” and Exhibit 53, “Wall and 

Fence Details.”

All walls that adjoin community street scenes 

(major streetscapes identifi ed under Perimeter/

Interior Streetscapes) shall be deemed “com-

munity walls.”  All wall and fencing designs and 

layout shall be approved by the City of Ontario 

prior to construction.

8.16.1 Community Walls

Community walls shall be decorative in nature.  

Community walls shall incorporate the use of 

pilasters of a design consistent with the mate-

rials of the community walls.  Th e location and 

spacing of pilasters shall be subject to Planning 

Department review and approval. 

8.16.2 Solid Walls and Fencing

Solid walls shall be decorative.  Th e use of 

vinyl fencing and wood fencing is prohibit-

ed.  Reverse frontage walls and any wall return 

that is visible from public view, shall be con-

structed of split-face block or precision block 

that is veneered, burnished (using color other 

than common gray), plastered or stuccoed, and 

should complement color scheme dictated in 

Ontario Esperanza Specifi c Plan color palette.  

Decorative caps and the use of pilasters to help 

enhance the perimeter appeal of the walls are 

encouraged.  Walls visible from the community 

streets may not be made of exposed or painted 

precision block or slumped block.

8.16.3 View Fencing

If applicable, view fences should be located in 

the rear yards of those properties abutting large 

slope areas where the adjacent property is a min-

imum of 15’ above/below the house pad.  Th ese 

fences allow open views but not physical access; 

they shall be 5’-6” high and made of tubular steel 

or lexan glass panel construction. Areas where 

view fencing occurs will be subject to review by 

the City of Ontario.  Th e use of tubular steel 

view fencing shall incorporate pilasters utilizing 

materials consistent with adjacent walls.

8.17 OUTDOOR LIGHTING

Lighting standards within the Ontario 

Esperanza community shall be consistent in 

style, color, and materials in order to maintain 

uniformity throughout. Lighting should be 

subtle, providing a soft wash of light over 

illuminated objects such as monumentation.  

Hierarchy shall be established by using a variety 

of lighting fi xtures and illumination levels based 

off  of lighting design intent.  Lighting styles 

shall tie into architectural styles and provide 

suffi  cient illumination for the safety and well 
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Exhibit 49
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Exhibit 53
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being of the community.  Preservation of 

“Night-Sky” should be considered in lighting 

design layout and fi xture selection.  Use of “cut-

off ” or louvered lamps to preserve ambiance 

of “Night-Sky” is highly encouraged.  Fixture 

locations should be designed so that light source 

is not visible by pedestrian or vehicular traffi  c.  

Frosted, louvered, or prismatic lens should be 

considered where decorative lighting fi xtures 

are visible and part of the aesthetic lighting 

program.  Accent lighting of landscape and 

monumentation shall be incorporated into the 

following areas:

8.17.1 Entry Monument Lighting:

Avoid intensely bright or “hot” lighting of mon-

uments; rather, each should be lit to provide a 

soft wash of light across the monument signage.  

Specimen trees should be up-lit with several fi x-

tures into the canopy to avoid creating dark sides 

of the trees.

8.17.2 Neighborhood Park/
Mini Parks/Walkway Lighting

Lighting of the walkways, tot lots, restroom fa-

cility, and parking areas within the Parks should 

be considered for safety and security.  

All planned parking areas shall have a minimum 

maintained lighting level of one-foot candle 

(1 F.C.) or greater.  Th e lighting shall be from 

sunset to sunrise and be operated by a photo-

cell.  Th e site plan shall be provided to the Police 

Department.  It shall show all buildings, park-

ing areas, walkways, detailed landscape areas 

and point-by-point photometry calculation of 

required light levels.  Utilization of a traditional 

Globe/Acorn Post mounted light fi xture should 

be considered for both the park open space 

areas as well as interior street lighting fi xtures.  

Keeping with the character of traditional mate-

rials, (like those found in the “Model Colony” 

in Downtown Ontario) this will help to create a 

better sense of scale to the pedestrian.  Fixtures 

shall be vandal resistant, not less than (8) eight 

feet from ground level.  Luminaries of not less 

than (42”) may be utilized to illuminate a walk-

way if adjacent landscaping is of a variety which 

does not mature higher than (2) two feet.
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8.18 LANDSCAPE DESIGN

8.18.1 Public Landscapes

• Landscape plantings in public areas should 

refl ect a commitment to both developing a 

“sense of place” and maintaining harmony 

with the Ontario Ranch.

• Community Facilities District (CFD) areas 

shall be separated with a 6” by 6” concrete 

mow strip when adjacent to private property.

• A landscape architect licensed in California 

shall be retained to prepare planting 

and irrigation plans for all public areas.  

Arrangement of plants should incorporate 

the concepts of mass planting; plants should 

be placed to allow them to grow to their 

natural sizes and forms, and sheared hedges 

should be kept to a minimum.

Th e plant matrix at the end of this section off ers 

a suggested plant palette for Ontario Esperanza; 

while it is by no means all-inclusive, plantings 

in public areas should draw primarily from this 

palette for visual community continuity.

8.18.2 Front Yard Landscapes4

Plantings in front yards may vary substantially 

from the Ontario Esperanza palette, but should 

retain some of the character and style of the 

public plantings.  No more than 25% of the total 

square footage of any front yard shall be lawn; 

the balance shall be composed of shrubs and 

groundcovers, with an emphasis on drought tol-

erant plant species.  No more than 55% of the 

front yard area shall be hardscape.  Turf areas 

shall be sized and shaped to optimize irrigation 

effi  ciency.  If turf is used in isolated areas such 

as driveway strips, subsurface irrigation or mi-

crospray heads shall be required to avoid over-

spraying of these areas.  Irregular shapes that 

cannot be irrigated should be avoided.

• Each single-family lot shall be provided with 

front yard landscaping and a permanent au-

tomatic irrigation system.  At a minimum, 

a seeded turf lawn, appropriate shrubs and 

trees shall be provided as landscaping mate-

rials.  A variety of typical landscape designs 

shall be provided for use on each lot within 

the subdivision.

• Multiple family residential product areas 

shall be provided with full landscape im-

provements throughout the development.  

At a minimum, a seeded turf lawn, appropri-

ate shrubs and trees, and a permanent irriga-

tion system shall be provided.

• Landscape and irrigation drawings for each 

development shall be submitted in conjunc-

tion with house construction plans. 

Th e plans shall be approved by the Planning 

Department and the Landscape Planning 

Division prior to the issuance 

of building permits. 

• Areas of a lot or site which are not used for 

drive entries, parking, or approved outdoor 

uses shall be fully landscaped; all unpaved 

areas shall be landscaped; and all future de-

velopment phase areas shall be hydroseeded.

8.18.3 Soil Testing

Soil samples shall be taken from several loca-

tions after the completion of rough grading op-

erations, and a reputable soil-testing laboratory 

shall perform an agronomic soils test.  Th e test 

shall assess soil fertility needs for water-wise 

California native and Mediterranean plant types.  

No planting shall take place until the soil has 

been properly prepared based on the recommen-

dations of the soils testing laboratory.  Organic 

soils amendments shall be incorporated as nec-

essary to achieve a recommended percolation 

rate of one inch per hour.
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8.18.4 Slope Landscaping

All manufactured and cut/fi ll slopes which 

exceed 3’ in height shall be planted with an ef-

fective mixture of ground cover, shrubs, trees, 

and include jute matting.   Such slopes shall also 

be irrigated as necessary to ensure germination 

and establishment.5

8.18.5 Interior Slopes: 
Residential Interior

• Interior slopes may be more ornamental in 

character than exterior slopes.  Th ey may 

have a somewhat broader range of plant 

materials than exterior slopes, but should 

still be chosen primarily from the Ontario 

Esperanza plant palette and are subject to the 

same fuel modifi cation restrictions.

• All manufactured and cut/fi ll slopes which 

exceed 3’ in height shall be planted with an 

eff ective mixture of groundcover, shrubs, 

and trees.  Such slopes shall also be irrigat-

ed as necessary to ensure germination and 

establishment.

8.18.6 Streetscape Landscaping

Streetscape Development Standards

• Turf grass shall only be used in areas with 

street side parking and shall be located adja-

cent to the sidewalk or curb line.6

• All new plantings within the Ontario 

Esperanza planned community shall draw 

substantially from the Ontario Esperanza 

Plant List included in this document.

• All streetscape landscaping within the 

Ontario Esperanza planned community will 

be implemented by the Developer in accor-

dance with this Specifi c Plan.

• Th e Developer shall install all primary and 

secondary improvements concurrently with 

the construction of the roadway on which 

they front.  Neighborhood intersections shall 

be constructed as each neighborhood street 

is built.

• Th e Developer shall provide site inspection 

of all construction and installation of entries 

and intersections in accordance the City of 

Ontario requirements.

8.18.7 Irrigation Design

Irrigation for both public and private landscapes 

should be designed to be as water-effi  cient as 

possible.  All irrigation systems shall have au-

tomatic controllers designed to properly water 

plant materials given the site’s soil conditions, 

and irrigation systems for all public landscapes 

shall have automatic rain shut-off  devices.  Drip 

irrigation is not permitted with CFD landscape 

areas.  Spray systems shall have low volume 

(gpm) matched-precipitation heads.  All CFD 

areas are to be controlled with a central control 

irrigation system and all trees are to be irrigated 

utilizing a fl ush grade bubbler system on a sep-

arate valve.  All CFD areas shall be designed to 

City Standard Specifi cations.7

All irrigation products specifi ed shall achieve 

an irrigation operational distribution uniformi-

ty of 70% or greater in all turf areas and 80% in 

all other landscaped areas.  Turf areas shall be 

irrigated with equipment that has a precipita-

tion rate of one inch or less per hour as speci-

fi ed by the manufacturer.  Stream rotator heads 

or low volume spray heads are acceptable for 

turf areas. Use of standard spray heads shall be 

avoided.  Non turf shrub areas shall be irrigated 

with low volume micro spray or point applica-

tion devices, where manufacturer’s specifi cation 

indicates output measured and expressed in gal-

lons per hour. 
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Table 6
Plant Matrix - Trees8 
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Table 7
Plant Matrix - Shrubs9 
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Endnotes

 1 Revised Milliken parkway to 15’ 

 2 Remove bullet per Landscape 

 3 Revision per OMUC. 

 4 Revised per Landscape 

 5 Revised per Landscape 

 6 Revised per Landscape 

 7 Revised per Landscape 

 8 Revised per Landscape 

 9 Revised per Landscape 


